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Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV)
The LORD your God is with you, the 
Mighty Warrior who saves. He will 
take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke 
you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”

Zephaniah 3:17 (The Message)
Jerusalem will be told: “Don’t be afraid. Dear Zion, don’t 
despair. Your GOD is present among you, a strong Warrior 
there to save you. Happy to have you back, he’ll calm you 
with his love and delight you with his songs



The Minor Prophets





Jeremiah (probably a er 650 − c.570 BC)



Weathering the Storms of Life

1. Brave the Storms
2. Develop a resilient spirit
3. Rejoice in the Lord



1. Brave the Storms

Zephaniah 1:2–3 (NIV)
2 “I will sweep away everything from the face of the earth,” 
declares the LORD. 
3 “I will sweep away both man and beast; 

I will sweep away the birds in the sky and the fish in the 
sea— and the idols that cause the wicked to stumble.” 

“When I destroy all mankind on the face of the earth,” 
declares the LORD,



1. False gods
2. Racialism, sexuality
3. Fallen leaders



1. Brave the Storms



“Here is the world. Beautiful and 
terrible things will happen. Don't be 
afraid.”

― Frederick Buechner, Beyond Words: 
Daily Readings in the ABC's of Faith

1. Brave the Storms
Don’t get over it, get through it



2. Develop a resilient spirit

Zephaniah 3:8 (NIV)
8 Therefore wait for me,” declares the LORD, “for the 

day I will stand up to testify. 
I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather 

the kingdoms and to pour out my wrath on them— all 
my fierce anger. The whole world will be consumed by 
the fire of my jealous anger.



The Prophet 
Jeremiah 
Mourning over 
the Destruction 
of Jerusalem

by Rembrandt 
(1603)



“Jeremiah ends inconclusively. We want to know 
the end, but there is no end. The last scene of 
Jeremiah’s life shows him, as he had spent so much 
of his life, preaching God’s word to a 
contemptuous people (Jer 44). We want to know 
that he was finally successful so that, if we live well 
and courageously, we also will be successful. 

― Eugene H. Peterson, Run with the Horses: The 
Quest for Life at Its Best

2. Develop a resilient spirit



Or we want to know that he was finally 
unsuccessful so that, since a life of faith and 
integrity doesn’t pay off, we can get on with 
finding another means by which to live. 
We get neither in Jeremiah. He doesn’t get 
married and he doesn’t get shot. In Egypt, the 
place he doesn’t want to be, with people who 
treat him badly, he continues determinedly 
faithful, magnificently courageous, heartlessly 
rejected—a towering life terrifically lived.”

― Eugene H. Peterson, Run with the Horses: The 
Quest for Life at Its Best

2. Develop a resilient spirit



Psalms 137:1-4 KJV
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We 
hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there they that carried us away 
captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us 
one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land?



Jeremiah 29:4–7 (NIV)

4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and 
settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and 
have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 
Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the 
LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

2. Develop a resilient spirit



Don’t get over it, get through it

2. Develop a resilient spirit



3. Rejoice in the Lord

Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV)
17 The LORD your God is with you, 

the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
but will rejoice over you with singing.”



Habakkuk 3:17–18 (NIV)

17 Though the fig tree does
not bud 
and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 
and no cattle in the stalls, 

18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will be joyful in God my Savior.



3. Rejoice in the Lord

Don’t get over it, get through it



Zephaniah 3:20 (NIV)

20 At that time I will gather you; 
at that time I will bring you home. 
I will give you honor and praise 
among all the peoples of the earth 
when I restore your fortunes
before your very eyes,” 
says the LORD.



The Rule of Six



Weathering the Storms of Life

Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV)
The LORD your God is with 
you, the Mighty Warrior who 
saves. He will take great 
delight in you; in his love he 
will no longer rebuke you, 
but will rejoice over you with 
singing.”


