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C O N T E N T S 

 

  

By Kelvin Koh 

 
Visited Gempuru Pra Christmas 2019. 

Belaie, Skrang River - 6th to 8th 

December. Belaie longhouse invited 

neighbouring longhouses to celebrate 

Christmas with feasting, fellowship, 

worship and the preaching of God's 

Word. It was a time to remind, 

refresh and rebuild their faith in God. 

They were reminded that they are 

Christians and 20 years ago they as a 

community had pledged allegiance to 

God through the ministry of Pastor 
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Danil Gawal, a classmate of our 

Pastor Nicholas Yeo, and that was the 

link to HLCE's involvements and 

commitments to these few 

communities along the Skrang river 

over the last 18 years. Only Deacon 

Donald and myself went this time as 

representatives from HLCE as the 

invitation arrived rather late. Pastor 

Lorence Janpi from Sungai Kelampai, 

Pastor Willia Jita from Kabo, Seratok 

and Elder Robert Mandau, a 

contemporary of Pastor Danil also 

from Sungai Kelampai ministered the 

Word. 

 

Besides fellowships and edifications, 

we managed to accomplish 4 tasks: 

 

1. We were able to introduce the 

proclaimer from Faith Comes By 

Hearing (FCBH) and installed 3 

proclaimers in Belaie, Sungai Pinang 

and Darai. The proclaimer is an audio 

device that broadcasts the Bible from 

an embedded recorded chip in the 

Iban language in dramatic tones, 

professionally produced. As most 

people do not read and old people 

don't know how to read, the audio 

Bible is an alternate way to get the 

message of the Bible to the people 

especially as it is in their mother 

tongue. We encouraged them to play 

the proclaimer amplified in the hall of 

the longhouse every morning at 

6.00am for half an hour as a Christian 

azan while the villagers prepare to go 

to the field or before their morning 

prayers. We also encouraged them to 

listen to the audio Bible as often as 

they gather together. So pray they 

will love the word of God and let it 

not depart from their heart. 

 

2. We distributed the Pedoman 

Harian, a daily devotional reading for 

the whole year in Bahasa Malaysia, to 

every family in Belaie, Sungai Pinang 

and Ulu Akop. We encouraged them 

to read 

personally 

everyday 

and in their 

worship 

gatherings 

as they 

don't have a 

pastor to 

preach the 

sermon. We 

explained 

that each reading is like a mini 

sermon that can be alternative to the 

pastor's sermon. 

 

3.  We witnessed the water baptism in 

the famous river Skrang by Pastor 

Lorence Janpi of 8 believers from 

Belaie longhouse. They were brothers 

Stevenson anak Steward, Steward, 

Shane Immanuel anak Donny and 

Moss Guthrie anak Hindra Ingva and 
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sisters Hanes anak Entebang, Indon 

anak Mat, Cathrine Milla Jeba and 

Olivia Chula anak Daud. Pray for 

their spiritual growth as they take the 

decision to publicly identify with our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

4. The last but not the least important 

task. We have been struggling 

without success to find pastors for 

our Skrang river churches. They had 

never or had not had a pastor for a 

very long time. The BEM Sri Aman 

Superintendent Pastor Empawi 

mentioned his fear of the churches 

without a pastor for a prolonged 

period of time, of weakening or even 

losing their faith. Pastor Gan has 

voiced our request and urgency to 

Pastor Empawi to help request the 

BEM headquarter to allocate 

available pastor candidate for our 

Skrang river churches the last trip. 

We were able to meet up with Pastor 

Empawi this trip and he told us the 

good news that BEM headquarters 

had reserved 2 pastors  candidates for 

us. We were overjoyed that God had 

not forgotten our plea and prayers. 

What can we say as Donald looked at 

me and I looked at Donald in 

disbelief. Praise the Lord! For so 

many times, I was told, Pastor 

Empawi had informed us that there 

were no available candidates. Where 

did these two candidates come from? 

Your say. 

 

But with the availability of these two 

candidates, comes the next challenge 

to look into their salaries? BEM 

Kuching church is already sponsoring 

the pastor in Ulu Akop longhouse for 

more than a year. BEM Sri Aman 

district is a new district and without 

much funds. The longhouses 

themselves are going through a 

financial downturn as the price of 

commodities like rubber, palm oil 

and white pepper has dropped to an 

all time low. White pepper is 

currently at RM13 a kg from a high 

of RM50. With college going 

children to support for some families, 

they are financially challenged. 

 

We took the liberty to ask them 

honestly of the level of affordability 

for the salary of the pastor should 

they engage one. Sungai Pinang gave 

the figure of RM350 and Belaie has 

yet to give a confident answer but 

promised to give one soon. The salary 

scheme for a bachelor pastor is about 

RM800 plus RM150 for petrol and 

RM150 for kitchen. Lodging is not 

necessary as accommodation is 

available in these two longhouses. 

Married pastor and pastor with family 

have different schemes. So where is 

the balance of the funds, that the 

longhouses cannot afford, going to 

come from? On top of the salaries of 

the pastors, the district superintendent 
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office who overseers, guides and 

monitors them also need support. We 

propose that should support be raised, 

it should not be 100%. It would be 

healthy for them to show and 

shoulder some responsibility even a 

baby bit. And the responsibility 

should be on the increase on a yearly 

basis until totally independent. 

 

Besides salary we also discussed the 

scope and job descriptions, the 

fellowship and communication, and 

journeying with the pastors. Besides 

pastoring the resident longhouse, the 

pastor's duty includes visiting the 

neighboring longhouses to minister 

and to nurture the believers and 

evangelizing to the non-believers. 

 

Miscellaneous - We had carolling to 

each of the 22 families and a time of 

praying for the old, the sick, the 

pained, the unwell, their crop and 

their children either working or 

studying. They also asked to pray for 

the price of pepper to increase. 

 

We also visited the longhouse head, 

Entabang's pepper field at his request 

and prayed specifically for God's 

blessings and protections. His simple 

faith that prayer will make a 

difference for his pepper plants 

speaks volumes. Pastor Gan, Donald 

and Tan Guan also prayed in this 

same pepper field some years back, 

and it is obvious in the results. He 

now has over a thousand plants and 

they are healthy and productive. Is 

this his simple faith or superstition? 

They are more aware of the spirit 

world and the spiritual warfare than 

us. Therefore their dependence and 

reliance on spiritual weapons, 

spiritual armour and spiritual prayers. 

How many of us will believe that 

prayer will make all the difference in 

our business or career? The bonding 

of a deep spiritual and human 

relationship with individuals in 

Christian fellowship was evidenced. 

 

We also had the opportunity to sit 

down with the Belaie committee and 

discussed the possibility of engaging 

a pastor. From here we were able to 

observe how the community works 

and thinks. Their fears, doubts, 

apprehensions, lack of confidence 

and hesitations don't augur well as a 

healthy community. There is much 

negativism and lack of concern for 

their own spiritual life and things 

spiritual. Is this a community 

wavering in their Christian faith? Is it 

because they don't have a pastor? So 

different from the Sungai Kelampai 

longhouse community who has a 

pastor. 

  

It is understood that many Ibans want 

to come out of their traditional beliefs  

and  fear of  the spirits. Their lives 
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revolve around many pantangs, 

taboos, superstitions and restrictions. 

They try to please  the spirits and 

avoid angering the spirits. They fear 

the repercussions from these spirits. 

They also rely on the powers from 

these spirits to harm others, for 

revenge, to protect themselves, to 

bring prosperity to their families and 

for their livelihood. They also rely on 

the spirits for their health and life. So 

to pledge allegiance to Jesus they 

want to see that Jesus is stronger than 

their spirits. Many are already 

envious to see their relatives 

becoming Christians and are freed 

from these fears and tortures of the 

spirits and yet are not harmed by the 

spirits. They are convinced that Jesus 

is more powerful and can free them 

from their fears, control, the 

inconveniences, troubles and 

bondages, always having to appease 

the spirits. But they also fear that 

should they make the decision to 

come over to Jesus, there will be 

nobody physically around to help 

them, guide them and teach them 

what to do should the spirits come 

back to punish them. They look 

around to see if there is a powerful 

Christian 'bomoh, shaman or witch 

doctor' that is easily available before 

they will dare to make the switch of 

religion. If the evangelists were to 

come and leave them, it will not work. 

There have been instances, the Ibans 

have tested the integrity of the 

evangelists. They have many 

questions and uncertainties. They 

want assurance of the availabilities of 

help when they need help. This is my 

discernment and assessment of the 

Iban work and ministries in Sarawak. 

Their other alternative is to change to 

the national official religion which at 

the moment is not their preference. 

The need of the hour is evangelists 

and Christian 'bomohs, shamans, and 

witch doctors' who can defeat and 

overcome their spirits. The testimony 

of the Christian communities and 

their lifestyle of joy, celebrations, 

prosperity (God's blessings) and the 

simplicity (eg. the simple, clean and 

peaceful Christian funeral ceremony 

as opposed to their elaborate, messy 

and complicated ceremonies of 

taboos and fears) are bridges already 

there for them to crossover. We just 

need to pray for more workers and 

more Christian 'bomohs' and 

Christian 'witch doctors'. There are 

workers but where are the salaries. If 

there are no salaries how can they be 

sent? 

 

God is raising many workers in 

Sarawak. There are pastors and 

evangelists struggling financially and 

keen believers who cannot afford to 

go for Bible School trainings. Need 

of the hour are 3 fold: Prayer resource, 

Human resource, Financial resource.
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From A Pastor’s Desk 

Going Mission with God 
By Rev (Dr) Chuah Seong Peng 

 

HLCE Theme 2020 - Going 

Mission with God 
Acts 1:8 'You will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.' 

 

At the heart of God is mission to 

the world 

In this coming year we are 

responding to God’s call for us to be 

a contagious church, going mission 

with Him. This is a great calling for 

this is what is close to the heart of 

God. God is a missional God. His 

heart is for everyone to be saved. 

Jesus said in John 20:21, “As the 

Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” We are all sent out on mission 

with God to the world. 

 

Be Missional 

To go on mission with God, let us see 

that everyone is sent by Jesus to bring 

the message of the cross as His 

followers, in community, to every 

culture of the world for the King and 

His Kingdom. Mission is not 

confined to just the professional 

missionaries who are called to 

faraway places. Mission is for 

everyone wherever they are in 

different stages of life to be witnesses 

for God and share the Good News 

expanding His Kingdom on earth 

near and far. 

 

The church does not just attempt to 

attract people to go through programs 

but to take the Gospel outside of the 

church and engage the society with 

the Gospel through social justice and 

good works. Therefore, let us go and 

show the love of God to those who 

need to hear the Good News. 

 

Fulfilling the Great Commission 

Going on mission with God is 

responding to the Great Commission 

in Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Then Jesus came to them and said, 

‘All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, 

baptising them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.’ 

 

The Great Commission gives us a 

good handle of what we are called to 

do on this mission with God. To go 

on mission with God is to live out the 

Great Commission. There are a few 

things we can learn from this 

command of God to us. We are all 

called to GO and make disciples. Our 

mission is not just to save lives. The 

focus is making disciples – not just 
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evangelism but discipleship. We are 

not called to make converts but 

disciples; we are to be strong in both 

evangelism and discipleship. As we 

bring people to Christ, we are also to 

be disciples who disciple others. 

Spiritual maturity matters greatly to 

God. 

 

As we GO, we are to make disciples. 

There are follow up work on growth 

of new believers. The essence of the 

Commission is not a mere statement 

to be broadcast but a lifestyle to live. 

We are called to ‘Baptizing them’. It 

encompasses the believer’s full 

repentance as they believe in Jesus 

and die to self, surrender themselves 

to follow Him as His disciples and 

empowered by the Spirit to live the 

new life to serve Him in the Kingdom 

of God. There is a real change in their 

lifestyles, purposes, priorities and 

values in life. 

 

We are also to ‘teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you’. 

The teaching here refers to 

transformational learning, not mere 

information impartation. The 

disciples are taught ‘to obey’ the Lord. 

But to teach obedience, we ourselves 

must first be obedient! We are to be 

disciples ourselves who obey His 

teaching to teach others. The teaching 

is by modelling as Jesus showed us 

Himself. Are we living out the 

teaching of the Lord ourselves? Such 

learning is best learnt through shared 

experiences. As Jesus showed us His 

teaching to the three inner circle and 

the twelve in their lives together, let 

us use this model to disciple one 

another through our inner circle of 

friends, family, fellow workers, and 

the CELLS in HLCE. 

 

As we go on mission with God, we 

are assured of a fruitful life and 

ministry. We can draw comfort and 

confidence from the Lord that we do 

not do this alone or with our own 

abilities. His great and fresh 

assurance, “I am with you always” in 

the Great Commission is more than a 

promise. It is a guarantee. It is 

something given to us now and 

continue into the future. Furthermore, 

we are sent in His authority as His 

ambassadors. He has sent us out with 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Let us be the contagious missional 

church God has called us to be in the 

coming year and go on this mission 

with Him to make disciples of all 

nations, bearing fruits in our lives for 

His glory! 
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Do Christians and 
Muslims Worship the 
same God? 
By Dr Ngeow Took Fah 

 

Not long ago, there was much hoo-ha 

in this country from a community 

over the use of 'Allah' by Christians 

to address their God. This was in 

spite of the well known fact that it 

has been the practice of East 

Malaysia Christians for centuries. 

The issue has yet to be amicably 

settled. One reason for the objection 

is the fear that Muslims may be 

confused over the identity of their 

God, even though they are aware that 

Arabic Christians face no problem in 

using 'Allah' in their prayer. 

 

I have often wondered if this 

controversy would be resolved when 

Christians and Muslims finally accept 

that they worship the same God. 

After all, there are only three 

monotheist religions in today's world, 

namely Judaism, Christianity and 

Islam. So the one and true God they 

proclaim must be common to all, 

regardless how they and others 

address their God. A rose known by 

any other name would not lose its 

fragrance. 

 

Historically, Christianity can be 

regarded as an off shoot of Judaism. 

The Torah is included in the Old 

Testament of the Bible. Islam was 

founded by prophet Mohammad in 

624 A.D., almost seven centuries 

after Jesus Christ. So it is no surprise 

Mohammad's teaching was shaped by 

the Bible to some extent. The Koran 

in fact sanctions the Torah and the 

Gospel as the revealed Book of Allah, 

and claims itself to be the third and 

last revelation of Allah. Thus the 

followers of these monotheist faiths 

are regarded as the people of the 

Book. 

 

Rev. Father Paul Tan Chee Ing, 

director of the Catholic Research 

Centre, pointed out the many areas of 

mutual agreement and concern 

between Muslims and Christians in 

this country. Both believe in the one 

true God, the Creator of the universe, 

and the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. Both also believe in afterlife 

and resurrection of the dead on the 

Last Day, to face judgment and 

accept final destiny. Both exhort 

upholding of justice, helping the poor 

and helpless, and place importance in 

practice on prayer and fasting. 

 

However, the Bible and the Koran 

actually tell different versions of 

many of the same Old Testament 

stories: Adam and Eve, Noah, 

Abraham, Moses, etc. Muslims trace 

their heritage from Abraham through 

Ishmael, his oldest son. When Hagar 

and Ishmael were sent away by 

Abraham, according to Muslim belief, 

Abraham settled them in Mecca 

where they built the Ka'bah, a small 

building then, and dedicated it to the 
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worship of one God. Muslims also 

believe that it was Ishmael and not 

Isaac who was to be sacrificed as a 

burnt offering to God. (Miriam 

Adeney: Daughters of Islam). 

 

Apart from the Torah, Koran has 

nothing like the later prophetic 

writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah and 

Hosea, which describe the suffering 

of God's people in a sinful world. It 

has no suffering servants passages. 

Instead it tells of one victory and 

vindication after another. 

 

But the most glaring difference with 

Islam has to be its denial of the deity 

of Jesus Christ, even though the 

Koran has an account of angel 

Gabriel sent by God to Mary 

foretelling the birth of Jesus, similar 

to Luke 1:26-28. Islam regards Jesus 

as a prophet, equal to Abraham in 

status but far below Mohammad who 

is thought to be the last prophet. 

 

Muslims also reject the doctrine of 

Trinity. This is not surprising as 

Trinity is, in J.J.Packer's words, 

'perhaps the hardest concept that the 

human mind has ever been asked to 

grasp'. It took Christian theologians 

three centuries to find words to talk 

about the Triune Godhead. The 

majority of Muslims think that 

Christians worship three God’s, God 

the Father, Mary the mother and 

Jesus the Son. Their misconstrued 

idea could be traced to Prophet 

Mohammad’s contacts with the 

heretical sects of Christianity. 

According to the Koran, Jesus did not 

die on the cross. He was taken to 

heaven by Allah just before 

crucifixion. Judas who betrayed him 

became his substitute. This account is 

in total contrast to the Gospel of 

Matthew where Judas was said to 

have hanged himself. 

 

The crucifixion of Christ was 

prophesied in the Old Testament 

(Isaiah 53:4,5), and is clearly the 

basic fact of the New Testament. 

However, ‘the idea of Jesus’ death 

being an act of atonement or ransom 

for the sins of humankind is 

abhorrent to Muslims. Worse still, it 

is inconceivable that the almighty 

God could sacrifice Himself for 

insignificant, sinning and puny 

human beings whose very existence 

depends on Him’ (Paul Tan). 

 

The doctrine of salvation is another 

area where the two faiths differ. 

Christians believe it is by grace that 

we have been saved through faith in 

Jesus Christ. It is the gift of God and 

not by works so that no one can boast 

[Ephesians 2:8,9]. Whereas the Koran 

teaches that Muslims must earn their 

salvation from sin by good works. In 

this respect, the Roman Catholics are 

on their side. Moreover, Muslims 

must comply with the Five Pillars of 

the Faith. (Fritz Ridenour) 
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1. To become a Muslim, the person 

must publicly declare 'there is no god 

but Allah and Mohammad is the 

prophet of Allah. 

 

2.  He must pray five times a day, 

kneeling and bowing in the direction 

of Mecca. 

 

3.  He must give one-fortieth of his 

income, being offering to help 

widows, orphans and other 

unfortunates. 

 

4.   He must fast during Ramadan, the 

ninth month of the Muslim lunar year. 

 

5. He must perform pilgrimage at 

least once in his life time. 

 

Today, circumcision is still practised 

by Jews and Muslims, a requirement 

first mentioned in Genesis 17:11, 

where God spoke to Abraham: 'You 

are to undergo circumcision and it 

will be the sign of the covenant 

between me and you’. Christians are 

said to be circumcised in Christ. 

(Colossians 2:11). This is spiritual 

circumcision effected by the 

baptising work of the Holy Spirit in 

removing the entire body of the flesh 

which symbolises the old sinful 

nature. In the Old Testament, 

circumcised in heart implies purity in 

heart (Jeremiah 4:4, 9:25; Ezekiel 

44:7). 

 

The concept of sin differs between 

the two faiths. To Christians sin is as 

much an act of rebellion against 

God's command as the state of his 

mind. So sin may manifest in their 

thoughts, words or deeds. In this 

respect, all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God '[Romans 3:23]. 

 

Islam teaches that sin is an act and 

not a state of being. The book of 

Hadith is said to have a description of 

the way prophet Mohammad thought 

or acted in a given situation, and 

serves as a guide for Muslims. 

Actions are judged according to 

intentions. Thus if you are killed 

fighting to exalt or strengthen the 

word of God, you die as a martyr and, 

by God's will, go to paradise. 

Otherwise, the Koran gives no 

assurance of salvation. 

 

Muslims reject the doctrine of 

original sin. Instead they believe 

people are responsible for their own 

deeds. Sin is not inheritable and 

nobody born a sinner, quoting 

biblical verses such as Ezekiel 18:20, 

'The soul who sins is the one who 

will die. The son will not share the 

guilt of the father, nor will the father 

share the guilt of the son.' 

 

Turkish Islamic theologian, Fethullah 

Gulen, explained that, according to 

Hadith, all infants are born with 'fitra', 

which is their innate nature, pure and 

good, and have the potential to 

become Muslims. Sin occurs later 

because social environment causes 

individuals to deviate from the 
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original state of fitra. I find this 

concept of fitra interesting because it 

echoes with the teaching of the 

ancient Chinese 'Three Word Classic' 

(三字经).   The first two verses '人之

初，性本善' mean: In the beginning, 

man was innately good. 

 

Muslims are exhorted not to fear 

death, but to regard it as a door to 

another and much better world. It is 

said that inscriptions have been found 

in Pharaoh's tomb which read that, 

'After death, the sinful will take on 

ugly forms and remain under the 

ground forever until eternity, while 

pure souls will join angels and live 

among the exalted ones.' 

 

The Koran also provides a description 

of heaven and hell, though not as 

detailed as in the Book of Revelation. 

It is remarkable for Christians and 

Muslims to agree both on the 

beginning of God's story of salvation, 

His Creation, and on its ending of 

eternity in heaven or hell. 

 

So the issue concerning the world's 

two major faiths is not about 

worshiping a common, one and true 

God. It is about their doctrines and 

contradictions, and their manner of 

worship. In this respect, I find Jesus' 

encounter and conversation with the 

Samaritan woman by the well 

entertaining and enlightening. 'Yet a 

time is coming and has now come 

when true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for they 

are the kind of worshipers the Father 

seeks'. [John 4:23,24]  What matters 

in worship is not our physical 

presence in the place of worship, but 

the state of our heart which should be 

desiring of love for God. 

 

Renowned teacher and writer Judson 

Cornwall gives a lucid interpretation 

of worship in spirit and truth. It is 

God's spirit in man responding to 

God's spirit in heaven. When we 

worship God through Jesus Christ in 

the power of the Holy Spirit, our 

worship will be both in spirit and in 

truth. God is able to overcome the 

barriers to worship that may be sin 

generated, culturally induced or 

religiously ingrained. The ability to 

worship in spirit and truth comes with 

the right attitude of worship that 

consists of brokenness, humility, love 

for God and total surrender to Him. 

Do we worship in spirit and truth?  I 

have my doubt. 
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Our Spiritual Senses 
By Elder (Dr) Alex Tang 

Touch, taste, hear, smell and see are 

how we interact with the physical 

world with our physical senses. 

Through the tactile sensor in our skin, 

our taste buds in our tongue, the 

vibration of our eardrums, the 

receptors of our olfactory glands and 

light falling on our retina, we 

interpret and perceive our physical 

world as a reality. Since the Age of 

Enlightenment, we are increasingly 

drawn to believe in this reality as the 

only reality. Postmodernism posits 

that we have moved beyond ‘the God 

hypothesis’; a concept that we created 

God in order to help us feel safe and 

make sense of the physical reality. 

This ‘spiritual but not religious’ 

mindset nevertheless makes 

allowance for a spiritual realm, other 

than the physical one we are familiar 

with. If a human has senses to 

interact with the physical world, is it 

not conceivable for the human to 

have spiritual senses to interact with 

the spiritual one? 

In the Christian tradition, these 

spiritual senses have been alluded to 

frequently in the Bible and writings 

of the believers. There are numerous 

examples of people seeing God (as 

burning bush, pillar of fire), hearing 

God (as a still small voice), touching 

and smelling in a wrestling match, 

and tasting as ordinated by Jesus in 

the future sacrament of the Holy 

Communion. These spiritual senses 

were highlighted by the patristic 

theologian Origen (c.185-c.254 CE) 

in his commentary of the Song of 

Songs as the highlight of the mystic 

experience in the text. I will interpret 

mysticism as experiencing divine 

encounters with God. This was 

further explained by Gregory of 

Nyssa (c.335-c.395 CE) whose work 

greatly influenced Bernard of 

Clairvaux and Bonaventure. All of 

these theologians played a significant 

role in developing the Western 

mystical tradition. Julian of Norwich 

(late 1342-after 1416), an English 

anchoress, gave a precise definition 

of the spiritual senses when she 

described her visions which are 

published as Showings (long text), 

“And then we shall all come into our 

Lord, knowing ourselves clearly and 

wholly possessing God and we shall 

all be endlessly hidden in God, truly 

seeing and wholly feeling, and 

hearing him spiritually and delectably 

smelling him and sweetly tasting 

him” (1978, 255). Julian was 

referring to the five spiritual senses 

when she referred to ‘truly seeing,’ 

‘wholly feeling’, ‘hearing him 

spiritually’, ‘delectably smelling 

him’, and ‘sweetly tasting him’. By 

noting ‘we shall all come into our 

Lord’ Julian seemed to imply that we 

all have the spiritual senses. The 

Psalmist encouraged us to "taste and 

see that the Lord is good..." (Psalm 

34:8a). 
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If we all have spiritual senses, the 

question then arises whether we are 

using them, and do our spiritual 

senses become less sensitive or 

atrophied if we do not use them? In 

the physical example of a squint or 

‘lazy eye’, the affected person see 

double (diplopia) because of the 

misalignment of the two eyes. It is 

confusing for the person to be seeing 

double so the person’s brain will 

‘switch off’ one eye in order that the 

person can see well. The eye that was 

‘switched off’ is a perfectly normal 

eye but since it was ‘switched off’, 

that eye is effectively blind. Could 

that be happening to our spiritual 

senses? Children are very good in 

using their spiritual senses. But as 

they grow older, these senses are 

slowly being ‘switched off’ as they 

are slowly inducted into a world that 

only believed in the physical. 

How may we recover our spiritual 

senses? The Christian tradition has 

always used liturgy, church worship 

services, sacraments, and the spiritual 

disciplines as formative means of 

grace to help to restore and sharpen 

our spiritual senses. Spiritual 

disciplines such as prayers, Bible 

reading, meditation, silence, retreat, 

service, Lectio Divina and Lectio 

Visio are especially powerful in 

sharpening our spiritual senses. 

Sharpened spiritual senses enable us 

to move easier to divine encounters 

with our Living God. Our God is a 

relational God. Our spiritual senses 

enable us to have a real relationship 

with God as with our human 

neighbours, as real as the physical 

and spiritual relationship Adam and 

Eve had in the Garden of Eden. A 

Christian tradition that focuses on the 

cognitive and dwelling mainly on 

propositional truths devoid of 

spiritual experiences become dry and 

dogmatic. There is a need for the 

Christian tradition to be balanced by 

a spirituality that the spiritual senses 

provide. Gordon Smith (2017), 

professor of systematic and spiritual 

theology, rightly pointed out that the 

church should be utilizing 

evangelical, sacramental and 

pentecostal principles. Such a church 

will be utilizing both our physical and 

spiritual senses. 

Sharpening our physical senses helps 

us to better enjoy the wonderful 

creation that we are born into. 

Homing our spiritual senses helps us 

to connect with the spiritual 

dimensions of this same creation. We 

all will be poorer without our 

physical and spiritual senses. 
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Western Spirituality, Mahwah, NJ: 
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Smith, Gordon, 2017, Evangelical, 

Sacramental & Pentecostal: Why the 

church should be all three, Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press 
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 Reflection on Lunar 

Chinese New Year 

By Elder (Dr) Alex Tang 

 

The greatest annual human migration 

on earth often goes unnoticed by the 

world. Every year, between January 

10 to February 18, billions of Chinese 

people will rush home to celebrate 

the Lunar New Year Spring Festival 

with their families. This year CNN 

estimated 3 billion people are making 

the trip by rail, cars, air, and sea. This 

tradition to spend the dinner with 

their families (reunion dinner) on 

Chinese Lunar New Year Eve is the 

major festive event on the Chinese 

calendar. Spring is a time of new 

birth, where the old year is left 

behind, and a new year is welcomed. 

The Chinese will make sure all debts 

are paid before the year ends. This is 

similar to the Jewish Passover and 

Jubilee festival. 

The seasons of death and rebirth is 

deeply ingrained into the Chinese 

culture due to their close observation 

of the four seasons. The ancient 

Chinese are monotheistic. They 

worshipped a one god called Shang 

Di, whose attributes are very similar 

to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. Unfortunately, under the 

Emperor Qin Huang Ti, the dragon 

replaced Shang Di as the center of 

worship, and he himself became the 

‘ancestral dragon’. The dragon in 

Chinese culture is regarded as good 

and beneficent, unlike the 

dragon/serpent in the West. Thus the 

Chinese people were  deceived and 

underwent generations of intense 

suffering and pain under the Deceiver. 

We have only to look at their long 

history of suffering under their 

Dragon Emperors, warlords, and 

recent history under the Communists. 

Every Lunar Chinese New Year 

brings a theme of hope. A new year 

with a fresh start. The possibility of 

being better than the previous year. 

That is why it is such an important 

Chinese festival, and why so many 

Chinese make their annual long 

journey home. Some will travel days 

or weeks. It is to be with family at the 

close of the old year and to welcome, 

hopefully, a better year with family. 

During the New Year day, the 

Chinese wish each other “Gong Hei 

Fat Choy” meaning “wishing you 

prosperity in health and wealth”. 

 

Every New Year brings hope of 

spiritual renewals. Isaiah noted that 

the Messiah will deliver the people 

from darkness, including the Chinese 

people! 

 

Isaiah 49:12 (NKJV)  “Surely these 

shall come from afar; Look! Those 

from the north and the west, And 

these from the land of Sinim.” 

: 
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The Hebrew word Sinim in the 

Masoretic Text means Chinese. Most 

scholars found it strange that Isaiah  

mentioned Chinese, so they looked 

around for a similar sounding tribe. 

They found a tribe, the Syennites, 

who lived near the Aswan, which is 

in the  south. 

Isaiah 49:12 (NIV) “See, they will 

come from afar—  some from the 

north, some from the west, some from 

the region of Aswan.” 

The only reason Aswan was chosen is 

because the translators and scholars 

were trying to fit everything into the 

context of what Isaiah was saying. 

Isaiah mentioned north and west. It 

was the translators and scholars who 

chose the Syennites (south) instead of 

the Chinese (east). It is strange that 

they did not look east. Nevertheless, 

Jesus will deliver the Chinese people 

from the darkness and this new 

decade will see a powerful movement 

of the Holy Spirit among a country 

which is unleashing another level of 

persecution on Christians and other 

religious traditions. Out of this 

refining fire will come a stronger 

Church; one purified by suffering and 

pain. The Lunar Chinese New Year 

brings hope. Hope for new 

beginnings, new life, and a 

prosperous new year. 

By Edward Chee 

 

With the year 2019 approaching its 

end, I recollect an old English 

proverb that says “Time and Tide 

waits for no man.” While we 

welcome the arrival of the New Year 

2020, we have fear and apprehension 

of not knowing what lies ahead. 

Some of us may have made new 

resolutions or new wishes to discard 

whatever “old bad habits” acquired 

and retained from the past such as 

sinful thoughts, unforgiving 

experiences in our encounters with 

others or sometimes our wrong 

perceptions or judgment etc, etc. It 

would be a good time for us to erase 

all these out of our mind and our 

heart. 

 

So my wishes in the new year and the 

years to come are that we will remain 

forever faithful to God and with hope, 

trust and love for our Lord Jesus. We 

will always abide in Him, worship 

Him and glorify Him till the day of 

our salvation as recorded in the Holy 

Scripture. 

 

It is also a timely reminder by our 

pastors to pray to Jesus our Lord and 

Saviour in His love for us. Pray 

persistently through perseverance. In 

our pastors’ sermons, the emphasis to 

pray has been conveyed in the most 
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encouraging way to our congregation, 

to pray as often and as much as we 

can. For in the Bible, Jesus wanted us 

to pray continually. (1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18) Besides we are helped by 

the Lord’s prayer. (Matthew 6:9-13) 

In John chapter 17, 1. Jesus prays for 

Himself, 2. Jesus prays for His 

disciples. 3. Jesus prays for all 

believers. 

 

Let us be encouraged by our pastors 

to pray all the time and strengthen our 

faith and fellowship and to walk 

closer to Jesus. The power of prayers 

can work in many divine ways when 

we pray to our Lord Jesus. The Holy 

Spirit who dwells in our heart and 

mind will guide us, talk to us and 

lead us to do whatever that is 

righteous, pure and true when we 

pray in Spirit and Truth. 

 

In Luke 18:1, Jesus told his disciples 

the parable of the persistent widow 

who prayed without giving up until 

finally she gets justice. 

 

Each day, my prayers includes that 

we the “Holy Lighters” will pray for 

our pastors, our elders, our seniors, 

our congregation, brothers and sisters 

in Jesus Christ and those who are sick, 

that God will bless us all with good 

health, peace and comfort in the years 

to come. 

 

We pray to God for His mercy and 

His healing powers through His grace 

as we seek His divine power of love 

to intercede for those who are sick. 

This Chorus:  reminds us to, 

 

whisper a prayer in the morning 

whisper a prayer at noon 

whisper a prayer in the evening 

Lord Jesus can hear them all. 

 

Yes, remember to pray and pray in 

the Holy Name of our Lord Jesus. 

Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
HLCE Love Project 

Helpers & Volunteers  

from different churches 
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Group photo with the 8 baptized 
believers in Kpg Petoh on 14.12.2019 

 

Christmas celebration in Kpg. Petoh on 
14.12.2019 

 

Orang Asli Ministry 

 

 
  

Rev Raymond Ho 

baptising one of the 

believers in Kpg Petoh  

on 14.12.2019 

Helpers & volunteers from different churches 

LOVE PROJECT 

Excellent turnout, packed hall 
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    Christmas Service (25.12.2019)) 

Moses Yong Hoang Ky s/o  

Timorthy Yong Chean Han & 

Hoang Thi Phuong 

Yong Hoang Kim d/o Timorthy    

Yong Chean Han & Hoang Thi 

Phuong 

Jolaine Foo Ning Xi d/o Joseph Foo  

Chuan Hong & Elaine Lim Ching Yi 

 Bro Chia Mee Tee Mickey 

 Bro Leong Tuck Choy 

 Sis Tan Kim Ghoon    

 Sis Yeo Ngee Mian Annie 

 Bro Timorthy Yong Chean 

     Han 

 

 Baptism 
Bro Ernest Kok Fang Juin 

Bro Duncan Kok Fang Zhe   

Sis Hoang Thi Phuong  

Sis Elaine Lim Ching Yi 

Sis Joyce Tan Yok Ing 

Sis Ng Lai Choo 

Confirmation 

Sis Nariko Jia Ern A/P 

  Prasannan 

Sis Noriko Xin Ern A/P  

  Prasannan 

Sis Chia Min Hui Joy 

Bro Chia Min Jie Martin 

Helpers & Volunteers from different churches 

Love Project 

 Infant/Child Baptism 

Reception into 

Membership 
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NB:  Contributions to Sinews newsletter, via email to spcheong88@gmail.com (in 

Microsoft Word format), in the form of articles, testimonies and original photographs 

(with captions) are welcome, but we reserve the right to edit them in the interest of 

HLCE. Views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily represent that of HLCE 

or the editor. 
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The Wedding 

Jordain & Wendy 
23 November 2019 

 

 

Congratulations 

 

" 

 

God bless you both on this day with a lifetime of shared love and joy. 


